During the past ten years an increasing volume of literature has appeared describing the syndrome to which has been applied the name ' primary atypical pneumonia of unknown aetiology.' Indeed, the number of publications is now so extensive that it would be beyond the scope of a short review to attempt to cover them all. It is clear, however, that the condition should be more widely known than it is, and the present paper is an attempt to summarise some of the important aspects of the syndrome. (Goldstein & Louie, 1943) , the virus of psittacosis and some of the rickettsiae (Finland & Dingle, 1942) (Higley, Warren & Harrison, 1944 ; Turner, 1945 ; and Kay, 1945 (Dingle et al., 1944) 
